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Chapter 5   James Rawlins/Jane Sharp
James Rawlins was born Jan 6, 1794, in Rutherford County, North Carolina, the son of Charles and Aristacia (sp) Gregory Rawlins. Although he had several brothers and sisters it was his younger brother Joseph that was his constant companion during his early years, the reason being that James and Joseph Rawlins were given over to the care of their uncle Roderick Rawlins when they were very quite young because their father, Charles went missing, and probably died when the family was living in Warren County, Kentucky around 1800
 and sometime after that Roderick took charge of James and Joseph. 
Now I want to warn any of you newcomers to the Rawlins family history up front, it is a little hard to keep track of the Joseph’s in this family,  Charles, and Roderick had a brother named Joseph, so of course Charles named one of his children Joseph, one of his other children is the James we are talking about.  So of course James named one of his children Joseph, in honor of his favorite brother (or maybe uncle),  and this Joseph name his firstborn named his son -- well of course Joseph -- and one of James’ other son’s Harvey M, who is my Great-Grandfather got into the act and named one of his children,  well you guessed it -- Joseph, so during all my years of trying to figure out the Rawlins Genealogy my mother, mostly to confuse me I think would always say --- “well, you know your uncle Joseph . . .”  I was about 40 before I figured out she could be talking about any one of five Joseph’s in our family  (check to make sure it 
We don’t know a lot about what hTheir uncle, Roderick Rawlins, apparently took the two boys – six and four years old – into his care. Roderick and the two young men came to Indiana in the year 1812, where they settled in what is now Lawrence County. An excerpt from the history of Lawrence County Illinois describes their relationship.
"The first settlers of Laurence Co. Ind, left Lee Co Va. in the spring of 1809. They came to Kentucky and stopped until 1810 when they came to this county. These families were succeeded in 1813 by Roderick Rawlins and his two nephews Joseph Rawlins Sr, another old Kentuckian who's birth dates back to 21 Apr 1796. He came here with an Uncle Roderick Rawlins and a brother (James) in 1813 and settled on White River at the mouth of Mill Creek. He together with his uncle and brother made a clearing of about 15 acres, during the winter of 1813-1814 and fenced the same. In the spring they planted corn, potatoes and some garden vegetables upon it. In June they went to Charlestown, Ind. and joined the county rangers of which mention has been made. They made their general head quarters at Fort Harrison, 3 miles north of Terra Haute on the Wabash, but were engaged in scouting the country along the Wabash and White Rivers and their valleys very often going far into the interior of the State. They were discharged from the service about the first of June 1815. In coming back to the settlement they had made in White River."
James Rawlins in Illinois
Sometime between the birth of the young couples 2nd daughter Lucinda in March 1819 and the birth of Elizabeth in February 1821, they moved to Illinois, a state where they would live for the next 25 years, watch their family grow, adopt their Mormon faith, and in every way turn from a somewhat typical wandering american frontier family to a family firmly tied to the restored gospel of Jesus Christ.
First they moved to White hall, a township in Greene County Illinois,  90 miles? South East of Quincy, and 150 South of Nauvoo.  While in Greene County 4 more children were added to their growing family  Elizabeth on 27 Feb 1821 and Joseph Sharp on 9 Apr 1823. Harvey McGalyard on 14 Feb 1825, and Leah on 19 Sep 1827. 
In 1828 James Rawlins and his sister Charlotte (Rawlins) Downs along with their families moved to Adams County Illinois, 12 miles below Quincy, some evidence would indicate it was in the area of Payson Illinois. James Downs, Charlotte’s son states in his journal talks about Adams county:  
"One of the most beautiful countries I ever saw. The land was very rich, the prairies interspersed with beautiful groves of timber with singing birds and the country abounded with wild game, wild fruit, fish and honey. My father bought land, fenced 160 acres, broke 100 acres and raised large crops of corn, wheat, oats, beans, potatoes, pumpkins, melons, and raised hogs for market”.  
Period accounts show that the Farm land around Quincy was Rich and Productive.  And it was a pretty unsettled area when James got there in 1828.   Adams county was formed in 1825 
The Mormon Migration
In the fall of 1838 the troubles the between the Mormons and Missouri boiled over and they were driven from Missouri by the State Militia during the so called mormon war  
[INSERT JEFF”S History fair script on Missouri}
When the Mormons were driven out of Missouri during that terrible winter slowly but surely the good people of Adams county Illinois, most notably the county seat Quincy came to the decision to shelter them.  The reasons Quincy sheltered the Mormons are as complex as any such human endevour, for it was certainly a strain on the City and surrounding county, Quincy only had a population of 1600 people, and up to 10,000 Mormons were driven from Missourri.  But as James and Charlotte most likely shared at least some of the sentiments of the county, because they took in several families it may be worth understanding why Quincy became the principle place of refuge.   
First and foremost as the newspaper accounts of the time show public opinion in Quincy during the fall and winder of 1838-39 slowly moved from nuetral to sympathy, to support of the Mormons.  There was a healthy debate in the local papers about who was in the right and who was in the wrong in the “troubles” between Mormons and Missouri, but thru the fall and winter slowly but surely the editorial opinion of the newspapers moved from a neutral position to outright support of the Mormon position.  Here is an exerpt of an editorial written a few days after Sidney Rigdon preached in Quincy in February 1839 in which the Quincy WHIG finally thru their full support behind the Mormon cause.   After that the citizens of Quincy raised money and organized in the best tradition of America to help a neigboring community in distress.  A second reason was Quincy was a city on the move, at the time it had 1600 citizens, within 10 years there would be 20,000,  there was land that needed to be settled, jobs that needed to be filled, Commerce of all types to be done and the leading citizens of Quincy wanted to be in the middle of it.  A third reason is Quincy had dealt with Mormons over the previous 8 years as they had travelled between the dual headquarters of Kirtland and Missouri, so to the Citizens of Quincy, Mormons weren’t the strange clanish people as villified and caracatured by “creative” press of the day, they were people that had stayed in their community, purchased supplies, eaten at their tables, etc. 
By now James and Charlotte had lived in Adams county for 11 years, they were old timers in Adams county.  And although they lived 12 miles “below” or South East of Quincy the shear number of Mormons refugee’s meant that some crossed the Mississippi river at or near where they lived.   Joseph S. Rawlins, a grandson of James wrote:
When my grandfather resided upon the banks of the Mississippi some Mormons in dire distress, driven from their Missouri homes in midwinter, after crossing the great river upon the ice, sought and found refuge in his home. In sympathy with their distress he lent a willing ear to their teachings and became a convert to their faith.
Charlottes son, James Downs, records the following:
In the spring of ‘38 as the The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints was driven from Missouri.  The main body crossed at Quincy and some at Hannibal. Five families came to our place with one old wagon and a poor span of horses.  We looked upon them as a poor persecuted people, took them in, game them work and helped to feed and clothe them.  They began to predict that I would become a Mormon.  I laughed at the idea, but when I heard the Elders set forth the first principles of the Gospel I received it with Joy, the first one of the family. 
I was baptized in October of 1840 by Bishop David Evans and confirmed and had manifestations of the truth of what I had received from time to time.
Joseph S Rawlins implies that James and family joined the church relatively quickly after they sheltered these families.  But it was over a year later when James was baptized in April 1840, we don’t have a baptism date for Jane Rawlins but she was probably baptized at the same time.  And it would appear that the decision to join the church was left to each child, because Lucinda who was 21 was not baptized until November of 1840, and Joseph, age 17, and Harvey, age 15 were not baptized until June of 1844 just a few weeks before Joseph Smith was Murdered.   An fact that will soon become important to our story , is that in April of 1841 Lucinda Rawlins, James and Janes 2nd daugther married Andrew Cunningham.[When was Charlotte baptized] Family histories indicate that Bishop David Evans performed these baptisms,  this is were a little detective work can help us understand the where a little better.  These same family histories only state that   that James and Charlotte settled 12 miles “below” Quincy, but in Bishop David Evans history it indicates that when he was driven from Missouri he crossed the Rivet to the town of Payson Illinois and “baptized many people” [check this quote] so if both histories are correct then it would seem that James and Charlotte’s family lived in or near Payson Illinois.    
Although Nauvoo was established as the official church headquarters in the spring/summer of 1839 there was a significant Mormon community in Quincy/Adams county until at least 1841/42, and James and Charlotte were part of that community.  The community was large enough that a temporary Stake was organized in Quincy on October 25 1840 and discontinued on May 24 1841 Daniel Stanton was the Stake President. 
DAVID EVENS:   The following obituary published in the Deseret News in 1883 was titled "Sketch of the Life and Ministry of Bishop David Evans" and does well at summarizing the life of David Evans: father, religious leader, pioneer and statesman.


"David Evans the son of Israel and Abigail Evans, was born in Cecil County, Maryland, October 27th, 1804.  When a small boy his parents moved to Pennsylvania, where he remained until 1826, when he was married to Mary Beck and moved to Richland County, Ohio.  Here he bought and opened up a new farm, where he lived until he was baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, April 6th, 1833.  On the 11th of the same month he was ordained a Priest and immediately commenced traveling and preaching, selling his farm to enable him to prosecute his missionary labors.  He was ordained to the office of an Elder on the 21st of July the same year."In 1834 he went in Zion's camp from Ohio to Missouri, with Joseph Smith the Prophet, for the redemption of Zion, and received his ordination to the First Quorum of Seventy, under the hands of Jospeh Smith and Sidney Rigdon, April 29th, 1835.  He attended the School of the Prophets in Kirtland, in the winter of 1835 and 1836, and on May 20th, 1836, left Ohio for Missouri, in charge of a company of saints, most of whom he baptised himself.  He settled on Shoal Creak, Caldwell County, buying some land and again making him a home; was with the saints through all their persecutions in Missouri among which was the barbarous massacre at Haun's Mill.  In December he was compelled to leave the State without his family, who shortly after followed, leaving all their property behind.  Arriving at Payson, Adams County, Ill., in the spring of 1839, he commenced preaching and baptised many persons, some of whom are now prominent members in the Church.  He lost his wife June 20th, 1841, after which he moved to Nauvoo and married Barbara Ann Ewell, November 23rd, 1841, she being a member of a family he had baptised in Missouri.  In 1842, when Nauvoo was organized into wards, he was ordained a Bishop, August 21st, to preside over the Eleventh Ward.  He remained here until the Saints were driven from Nauvoo, when he was appointed Captain of company, many of the members remaining with the company until its arrival in the Valleys, September 15th, 1850."





    "Moved to Lehi February 15th, 1851, over which place he was appointed to preside as Bishop, the duties of which he faithfully performed for 28 years, tendering his resignation, on account of old age and failing health, August 24th, 1879.  He located the City of Lehi and laid it off into blocks and lots with a pocket compass, tape line and square.  Was elected to the first legislature in Utah and acted for many years in connection with that body.  He was Colonel of Militia, served as Major of Lehi Military District several terms, and held other responsible positions.  His death occurred June 23rd, 1883, at 12:30 p.m.  For several days he was not well, and on Tuesday, June 19, at 1 p.m., he received a heavy paralytic stroke which completely paralyzed his whole right side rendering him helpless and speechless, in which condition he remained until death."





    "The funeral services were held in the Lehi Tabernacle at 3 p.m., Sunday June 24th, 1883.  A special train was dispatched from Salt Lake City, for the benefit of his friends and acquaintances, among whom were President Woodruff, Bishop Hunter and others; also many came from Provo and adjacent settlements.  The services were conducted by President Smoot and addresses were made by Bishop Hunter, President Woodruff, Bishops Hardy, Burten and others.  After the services the remains were carried to the cemetary followed by a numerous procession, numbering 115 vehicles containing the 








� See Bert Rawlins notes on the fate of Charles Rawlins






